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students. Its sponsor, the National Association 
of Graduate-Professional Students, hosts 
events across the U.S.A. each year in April to 
educate the public about the importance and 
impact that graduate and professional stu-
dents have on their communities and our 
country. 

Our nation’s graduate and professional stu-
dents play several important roles in our soci-
ety. For starters, they teach undergraduate 
students at many colleges and universities 
across the country. In addition, they play an 
often unsung role in our nation’s academic re-
search efforts, working away in laboratories 
and libraries on cutting edge research. Finally, 
of course, once they graduate and receive 
their graduate or professional degrees, they 
go on to careers in science, education, law, 
medicine, and other fields that are essential to 
improving our quality of life and promoting 
economic growth. The National Association of 
Graduate-Professional Students represents 
more than 600,000 graduate and professional 
students at over 90 institutions across the 
United States, including a number in Penn-
sylvania’s 14th Congressional District. 

More than 15,000 graduate and professional 
students are enrolled in the nine institutions of 
higher education in and around the City of 
Pittsburgh: Carnegie Mellon University, the 
University of Pittsburgh, Duquesne University, 
Chatham University, Robert Morris University, 
Carlow University, Point Park University, La 
Roche College, and the Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary. 

The graduate programs offered by these in-
stitutions and the high caliber of students they 
attract have a tremendous impact on our local 
civic life and economy, not only while they are 
studying, but often because they remain in the 
region. Graduate students teach undergradu-
ates, lead innovative research projects, and 
start companies that attract bigger companies 
to the region like Google, Yahoo, Disney and 
many others. 

Pittsburgh owes much of its recent eco-
nomic growth to the world class research 
being done at our local colleges and univer-
sities. I think it’s safe to say that the same is 
true across the country at institutions of higher 
learning where graduate and professional stu-
dents are working in collaboration with tal-
ented faculty members to expand the bound-
aries of human knowledge and improve Ameri-
cans’ quality of life. 

That’s why I think it’s particularly important 
to recognize our nation’s graduate and profes-
sional students each year. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in observing Graduate-Pro-
fessional Student Appreciation Week this year. 
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MEDIA DOES NOT TELL THE 
WHOLE STORY ON OBAMACARE 
DELAY 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today 
may be April Fools’ Day, but Americans are 
not fooled about the damaging effects of 
Obamacare. 

Millions of Americans continue to receive 
notice that their health insurance plans are 
being cancelled, while others see their pre-
miums going up. 

The Administration has waived or delayed 
more than 30 provisions of the law. When will 
they realize the law just will not work? 

Articles in the Washington Post and the 
New York Times tried to cover for the Admin-
istration. One headline read, ‘‘U.S. to extend 
sign-up period for insurance.’’ The other head-
line states that the Administration is going to 
‘‘allow more time to enroll in health care.’’ 

What these articles fail to mention is that 
just two weeks earlier, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius testified 
before Congress that the deadline was not 
going to be extended. 

Also, it’s been over 130 days since ABC’s 
Nightline focused on Obamacare and the 
problems with the law. 

The national media should give the Amer-
ican people the facts, not tell them what to 
think. Only when they have all the facts can 
Americans make good decisions. 
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35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 35 years 
ago next week, on April 10, 1979, the Taiwan 
Relations Act (TRA) codified America’s com-
mitment to our democratic ally Taiwan. Since 
then, this watershed legislation has served as 
an anchor for peace and security in the West-
ern Pacific region and the cornerstone of close 
defense, economic, and cultural relations be-
tween our peoples. The TRA serves the inter-
ests of both of our nations by fostering United 
States power in the Pacific and allowing the 
people of Taiwan to sustain a peaceful, demo-
cratic, and prosperous way of life by man-
dating the availability of necessary U.S. de-
fense articles and materials to enable a suffi-
cient Taiwanese self-defense capability to 
counter Chinese aggression. 

In 1979, there was much consternation in 
Washington that American security and eco-
nomic interests in Taiwan would be neglected 
by President Carter’s unjust decision to recog-
nize the People’s Republic of China and 
derecognize the Republic of China (Taiwan). 
The TRA was enacted to address these con-
cerns and its guidelines now govern, in the 
absence of diplomatic relations, nearly every 
facet of U.S. relations with Taiwan. In the face 
of a hostile military posture by China, the new 
law helped level the defense capabilities 
across the Strait so that Taiwan’s future could 
be determined by peaceful means. 

China’s rapidly increasing defense budget 
and provocations in the East and South China 
Seas are evidence of China’s regional hege-
monic ambitions. In order to counter and pre-
serve the Taiwanese people’s ability to deter-
mine their own future, we must reaffirm, clar-
ify, and strengthen relations with our demo-
cratic ally and friend Taiwan. That is why I 
was proud to introduce, with my colleagues, 
the co-chairs of the Congressional Taiwan 
Caucus, Representatives MARIO DIAZ-BALART, 
JOHN CARTER, ALBIO SIRES, GERALD CON-
NOLLY, the Taiwan Policy Act (TPA), which 
seeks to accomplish these goals. 

If enacted, the TPA would codify that it is 
U.S. policy to support the people of Taiwan, 

their democracy and human rights, and that 
Taiwan’s future must be determined peacefully 
and with the Taiwanese people’s assent. The 
bill would reaffirm the continuation of long-
standing policies established within the TRA 
and by the Six Assurances of 1982. It would 
strengthen our ally’s ability to defend itself 
against Chinese aggression by advancing the 
sale or transfer of necessary defense articles 
like F–16 C/D fighter aircraft, Perry class guid-
ed missile frigates, as well as other air and air 
defense, maritime, and ground capabilities. It 
would help Taiwan build its capacity to partner 
with other friendly foreign militaries in matters 
of intelligence, communications, and training 
and further economic ties by promoting bilat-
eral investment and tax agreements with the 
ultimate goal of a Free Trade Agreement. The 
TPA would also encourage visits by cabinet- 
level and other high-level officials and support 
meaningful participation in international organi-
zations like the World Health Assembly, the 
International Civil Aviation Organization, and 
United Nations entities. 

The TRA serves as an enduring reminder of 
the extent to which Taiwan and the United 
States share a common commitment to free-
dom and a government elected by the people 
and for the people. As we celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of the TRA, there is no better time 
to recommit to the people of Taiwan and reaf-
firm that the United States will ensure the 
flame of liberty continues to burn brightly in 
the face of Chinese aggression. 
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HONORING VACAVILLE HIGH 
SCHOOL’S WRESTLING PROGRAM 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the legacy of Vacaville High 
School’s Wrestling Program. 

Under, Larry Nelsen, who served as the 
Head Coach from 1961–1993, the Vacaville 
Bulldogs procured 26 League Team Titles, 
160 Individual League Champions, 15 North-
west Team Sub Section Championships, 77 
Individual Sub Section Champions, 6 Sac Joa-
quin Team Section Championships, 28 Indi-
vidual Section Champions, 5 Sac Joaquin 
Section Dual Championships, 2 CIF State 
Champions, 28 CIF State Place Winners, and 
2 CIF Team Place Winners. 

Under, Dave Nelsen, who served as the 
Head Coach from 1994–2000, the Vacaville 
Bulldogs procured 6 League Team Titles, 35 
Individual League Champions, 6 Northwest 
Team Sub Section Championships, 27 Indi-
vidual Sub Section Champions, 4 Sac Joaquin 
Section Dual Championships, 5 Individual 
Section Champions, 2 CIF State Champions, 
and 9 CIF State Place Winners. 

Under, Richard Penaluna, who served as 
the Head Coach from 2001–2005, the 
Vacaville Bulldogs procured 5 League Team 
Championships, 39 Individual League Cham-
pions, 5 Northwest Team Sub Section Cham-
pionships, 26 Individual Sub Sections Cham-
pions, 4 Sac Joaquin Section Dual Champion-
ships, 3 Sac Joaquin Team Section Cham-
pionships, 8 Individual Section Champions, 2 
CIF State Champions, 19 CIF State Place 
Winners, and 1 CIF Team Place State Win-
ners. 
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Under the current Head Coaches, Clint 

Birch and Adam Wight, who took over in 2006, 
the Vacaville Bulldogs have procured 9 
League Team Championships, 97 Individual 
League Champions, 9 Divisional Section 
Championships, 46 Individual Divisional Sec-
tion Champions, 7 Sac Joaquin Section Dual 
Championships, 7 Sac Joaquin Team Section 
Masters Championships, 20 Individual Maters 
Champions, 6 CIF State Champions, 25 CIF 
State Place Winners, and 7 CIF Team Place 
State Winner, of which all were in the top 10. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
impressive achievement of this fine school. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Vacaville High School’s Wrestling Program. 
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HONORING RSVP VOLUNTEERS 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today in the City 
of West, Texas, the Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program, better known as RSVP, is being 
honored for their service. I would like to take 
a moment to express my appreciation for all 
help they have provided to our community. 

RSVP has a rich history of giving back. As 
volunteers, their service adds to the well being 
and preserves the health of our community. 

In the wake of the tragic fertilizer plant ex-
plosion in West, RSVP came to the aid of a 
community in need. Following the explosion, 
volunteers with the organization staffed the 
call center, food distribution headquarters, and 
the donations management center. Their lead-
ership, experience, and support aided in pro-
viding relief to those affected and were a tre-
mendous help throughout the recovery proc-
ess of this disaster. 

We are truly thankful that RSVP was able to 
organize and assist in such a quick and effi-
cient manner, and we know that those af-
fected by the explosion truly appreciate their 
efforts as well. 

RSVP Volunteers do their part to add value 
to the world and work to leave it a better 
place. During a time in which our country 
faces tough challenges, it is encouraging to 
see that we still have strong groups like RSVP 
who work together to solve problems, and to 
pitch in to strengthen our communities and im-
prove others’ lives. 

I am appreciative of the work that RSVP 
volunteers do and commend them for all of 
their hard work for our community. 

God bless the continuing work of RSVP and 
God Bless the United States of America. 
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HONORING ROBERT HARBULA 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to one of my constituents who is truly 
an American hero. 

Mr. Robert Harbula of West Mifflin, Pennsyl-
vania, fought bravely as a U.S. Marine in the 
Korean War—including the Battle of Chosin 
Reservoir. Private First Class Harbula served 

in G Company of the Third Battalion of the 
First Marine Regiment, part of the First Marine 
Division, in the Korean War. His unit was re-
ferred to initially as ‘‘George Company’’ and 
then, later, after Chosin Reservoir, as ‘‘Bloody 
George.’’ 

Private First Class Bob Harbula was as-
signed to the Marine unit guarding Camp 
David, the Presidential retreat, when he 
served as an usher for the Washington, DC, 
premiere of ‘‘Sands of Iwo Jima’’ in January of 
1950. After seeing the movie, he decided that 
he ought to get a more dangerous posting, so 
he volunteered for a marine raider unit several 
months later. Soon thereafter, he ended up in 
Camp Pendleton as part of the 1st Marine Di-
vision—and in August 1950, he found himself 
on a troopship headed for Japan with the First 
Marines as one of the early reinforcements for 
the hard-pressed UN forces in Korea. Mr. 
Harbula was part of the machine gun squad 
attached to G Company’s First Platoon. 

Korea had been occupied for 35 years by 
Japan until the end of World War II, at which 
point it was partitioned at the 38th Parallel. 
South Korea was occupied and protected by 
US forces. North Korea was occupied by the 
Soviet Union. UN plans to hold elections and 
unify the country were rejected by the Soviets, 
and a communist dictatorship was established 
in the north. 

On June 25, North Korean troops crossed 
the boundary separating North and South 
Korea, taking the ill-prepared South Korean 
Army by surprise and overwhelming it. Three 
days later, the North Korean army occupied 
Seoul, the South Korean capital. US troops 
from the Eighth Army based in Japan rushed 
to aid the South Koreans. They were thrown 
into battle piecemeal in a desperate effort to 
gain time for more reinforcements to arrive. 
South Korean troops and the US 24th Infantry 
Division fought the North Korean troops re-
peatedly, inflicting substantial casualties, but 
they were repeatedly defeated by superior 
numbers and forced to retreat. By August, US 
and South Korean forces had been pushed 
back to a fragile perimeter around the port city 
of Pusan in the southwest corner of the Ko-
rean peninsula. Despite repeated North Ko-
rean attacks, the Pusan Perimeter held and 
bled the North Koreans dry. 

General Douglas MacArthur, commander of 
US forces in the region, decided to launch a 
major amphibious landing deep in the North 
Korean army’s rear at the port city of Inchon 
on Korea’s west coast. Mr. Harbula’s unit was 
in the first wave of the assault craft, which 
landed under heavy fire on September 15th. 
From that moment on, George Company was 
in nearly constant combat as US forces cap-
tured Inchon and fought their way into Seoul, 
where the fighting often deteriorated into vi-
cious house-to-house combat. On the night of 
September 25, George Company—heavily 
outnumbered—stopped a major North Korean 
counterattack by tanks, self-propelled artillery, 
and hundreds of men along Seoul’s Ma Po 
Boulevard. Mr. Harbula and his section did 
what they could, firing a machine gun non- 
stop at the lead tank. With artillery support, 
George Company withstood and repelled the 
attack—but at a terrible cost. 

The Inchon landing and the liberation of 
Seoul caused the weakened and over-ex-
tended North Korean forces in the south to 
collapse and beat a panicked retreat north-
ward. The US Eighth Army began pressing 

northward in aggressive pursuit along Korea’s 
west coast. The X Corps, which included the 
1st Marine Division, was pulled out of the line 
and loaded onto amphibious transport ships. 
They sailed around the Korean Peninsula and 
disembarked at the end of October in the port 
of Wonsan on North Korea’s southeastern 
coast, which had already been secured by 
South Korean units. 

George Company’s first assignment after 
landing at Wonsan was holding a village 
called Majon-ni several miles inland at the 
junction of roads leading to Seoul, Wonsan, 
and Pyongyang. On November 2nd, PFC 
Harbula’s machine gun squad was helping to 
escort a re-supply convoy through a treach-
erous mountain gorge when it was ambushed. 
Bob Harbula provided cover, firing a .30 cal-
iber machine gun from the hip, while the sur-
viving trucks were carefully turned around on 
the one-lane, cliff-edged road and driven out 
of the ambush to Wonsan, where they re-
ported to headquarters and requested a res-
cue mission for the remaining survivors. 

George Company garrisoned Majon-ni for 
several weeks after the ambush. PFC Harbula 
took command of his 10-man machine gun 
squad after the sergeant who had been in 
charge was seriously wounded in the ambush. 
On November 14, George Company moved 
north to the Hungnam-Chigyong region. 

The rugged Taebaek Mountains that ran up 
the middle of the Korean peninsula divided the 
Eighth Army from X Corps as each force 
pushed north. On November 24, MacArthur or-
dered the ‘‘Home by Christmas’’ offensive to 
conquer all of North Korea up to the Yalu 
River, which formed the boundary between 
North Korea and China. The Eighth Army was 
to push north, while the First Marine Division 
was to push west from the Chosin Reservoir, 
cut off a North Korean major supply line, and 
link up with the Eighth Army. 

Unbeknownst to General MacArthur and his 
advisors, hundreds of thousands of Chinese 
troops had begun infiltrating into North Korea 
in mid-October. The General and his staff 
thought that there were only a few small Chi-
nese units fighting in North Korea. In fact, Chi-
nese troops were massing for attacks in both 
the east and west. In the east, the 9th Army 
Group of the Chinese ‘‘People’s Volunteer 
Army’’ had encircled most of the Chosin Res-
ervoir, a large man-made lake north of 
Wonsan and 65 miles northwest of the port 
city of Hungnam. 

On November 25, nearly two hundred thou-
sand Chinese troops launched a surprise at-
tack on the Eighth Army, defeating it resound-
ingly in the Battle of the Ch’ongch’on River 
and sending it retreating southward in what 
came to be called ‘‘the Big Bug-out.’’ 

On November 27, however, the First Marine 
Division’s orders were still to attack 
northwestward. Most of the Division’s combat 
troops, primarily thousands of Marines from 
the First Marine Division’s 5th and 7th Regi-
ments, were positioned around the village of 
Yudam-ni west of the reservoir. An under-
strength regimental combat team from the 7th 
Infantry Division held territory on the east side 
of the reservoir up through the village of 
Hundong-ni to Sinhung-ni. A winding narrow 
road led through the mountainous terrain from 
each village to the bottom of the lake, where 
they met in the village of Hagaru-ri, which was 
lightly defended by a hodgepodge of units 
from the First Marine Division, including a 
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